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Juiy, 2067 President’s Page 
Howdy Fellow Commodore Users! 


I_ would like to congratulate all the officers that got elected for the 
2667-2668 year. You’1l find the new list printed as usual on our 
newsletter. 


During our June meeting, it was suggested we have a Picnic in fiugust. 
The Picnic will be held at the same Place as previous years in Caldwell 
Playground. It is located at the intersection of Dillward and Morth Bend 
Road in Carthage. The time is our usual meeting time at 2PM. 


This park is between Mill Creek and the railroad, so if you crossed both, 
you went too far. See the map detailing the site our picnic will take 
Place. 


Don’t forget your covered dish filled with yummy food. The club will be 
bringing soft drinks, ice, paper Plates, cutlery, cups, and an 
assortment of chips. Oh, one other thing. bring your appetite, too! 


See you at this month’s meeting held on July i5th! 
Keep On Commodoring!! 


David Witmer Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club President 
Hebpage http: //www.geocities.com/c64-128-amiga 

AKA Snogpitch snogpitchlprodigy.net cbmusersCyahoo.com 
IcQa 4989342 


Caldwell Park 
415 H North Bend Rd, Cincinnati, OH 
’ | 


Caldwell 
Nature Center 


From TSH: 

Take exit 3 for Paddock Rd/ 
OH-4 toward OH-561/Seymour 
five, Keep left at the fork, 
follow Signs for Paddock five 
N-OH-4, Turn_left at OH-4/7 
Paddock Rd, Turn left at E 
North Bend Rd 


From T35: 

Take exit 93 for Paddock Rd 
OH-4 toward OH-S61/Seyour 
five, Keep right at the fork, 


Turn left at Te 
North Bend Rd 


Remembering Jim Butterfield 


As many of you already know, our good friend, and Commodore Guru Jim 
Butterfield passed away on Friday, June 29th, 2667. This issue of the 
4C’er newsletter is dedicated to the memory of his life, and the infuence 
he had on all of us over the years. His contribution to the Commodore 
COMMUNItY was enormous, it would be difficult to find anyone who had done 
S50 much to Promote our hobby. I believe I can speak for all of us at 
CCCC when I extend my heartfelt condolences to the Butterfield family, 
and Jim’s friends at TPUG. 


Hews letter Articles wanted 


Articles should be submitted to the Editor at the email address: 
six@darklordsofchaos.com or snail-mailed to if Edwards, Halton K¥ 416594. 
Articles from members or non-members are welcome, and should cover some 
retro-computing-related topic. 
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“Meet Jim Butterfield" — Reprinted from Compute! Sept i982 


The Butterfield homestead is a modest brick house within walking distance 
of downtown Toronto. It is comfortably cluttered with books, plants, 
computers, and three cats. Even the attic is pressed into service as 
Storage space for whateyer books and computers Jim Butterfield cannot 
Cram into his small office. 


The office, in fact, resembles a Crowded depot for a changing assortment 
of computers including four Commodore PETs of varying screen sizes and 
ages, a WIC-26, an _fitari $686, a KIM, a Rockwell AIM, and an filpha, a 
European machine. Stacked next to the computers 15 a “disk tower" 
consisting of two Commodore double disk drives (a 46046 and an 88656), an 
fitari 816 drive, and an ancient Commodore 2623 printer perched on top. 
Bookshelves along one wall are overflowing, and every available inch of 
floor space is carpeted with Piles of diskettes, papers, and still more 
books. et, amazingly, Butterfield always seems to know into which pile 
to dive for what he needs. 


One of the three cats, the Siamese, possesses a Similar instinct. With a 
feline knack for homing in on _ the center of warmth_and attention, she 
often dozes atop whichever PET is on and hUMMing. The main occupant of 
the office Butterfield meshes with the environment, too. He speaks with 
a gravelly voice in the measured Phrases of someone used to teaching or 
being quoted for publication. Middle-aged and greying, he brings to 
MICrOCcOmMputingan almost childlike curiosity and sense of delight, a. 
fascination which led him first to an absorbing hobby and finally, in 
early i981 , to a new career asa freelance writer, consultant, and 
teacher. Today he is recognized as a premier expert on Commodore 
computers, aS .a@ Prolific writer and perhaps most of all as an unusually 
coherent voice in the seemingly impenetrable technical thicket of 
Personal computing. 


A Change of Careers 

Like mMOSt career changes, the switch surprised Butterfield as much as 
anybody. For 24 4/2 years he worked for Canadian Mational /Canadian 
Pacific Telecommunications. He quit solely because the company decided to 
move far away from central Toronto, and he would have spent so much time 
COmMMUtIng there would have been none left for his hobby. For Butterfield, 
it Was no contest. 


"When faced with that choice, I really had no choice and I quit." 


Actually, it was while working for CM/CP in 1964 that Butterfield was 
first introduced to computers although personal microcomputers were 

Still undreamt of in those days. Butterfield spent FE Car as a Programmer 
Of a rather specialized computer, a Collins C&461. FORTRAN and COBOL were 
cOMING into _ use at the time, but the Collins didn’t use any such advanced 
languages. Programers had to do almost everything in machine language. 
Butterfield soon moved into other areas of the company, but a little more 
than ten years later his interest was rekindled by a new invention: 
MICrocOomMpUuters. 


v1 decided to find out what this 
“micro” stuff was all about and 
started watching the current 
Magazines," he says. "I finally 
decided to purchase when I saw a 
Boe le te ly Aris built machine 
called a I 1, which had a 6562 
Microchip in it. That turned out 
to be like a return to the past. 
Everything we had been doing a 
dozen years before on the large 
$1.5 million computer, we were 
doing again on this little $258 
board including making the same 
mistakes.’ 


KIM find The Start OF 
Social Computing 


One machine led to another, and 

Butterfield began sharing his 

knowledge with other micro-— 

Computer users, as well as 

writing about his discoveries. 

He had gained some writing 

experience many years before in 

western Canada, where he was 

born, a5 a “continuity writer" 

for a couple of radio stations. 

CButterfield smiles, "That means I spent about a year of my life writing 
commercials.) As the users of early microcomputers began comparing 
notes, it wasn’t long before a cult of sorts sprang up. Indeed, the emer— 
gence of Microcomputers aS a basis of social, and not merely technical, 
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“Heet Jim LOTR SLL CTS Reprinted from Compute! Sept i582? t€ontinueds 


interaction is the facet of the field that 
Butterfield enjoys most. In the earliest 
_ days of "“roll-your—own computers,” he notes, 
everyone had a different machine, which 
Crimped the sharing of information. 
"Suddenly, along came the KIM. Everybody had 
‘the same computer. fin amazing thing happened 
[-and this i5 multiplied many times over in 
the Commodore line -people built a social 
life around microcomputers." 

The thriving Toronto PET Users Group (TPUG?) 
is a Case in point. Butterfield had what he 
alls a “Machiavellian influence" on G 

founder Lyman Duggan, whom Butterfield 
persuaded to hold the first meeting in his 
cbasement one summer evening. While 
Butterfield firmly rejects any organizing 
chores, he contributes a great deal as a 
friend of the club, speaking at monthly 
Meetings and sharing his expertise. 
Butterfield admits, “It’s getting harder_to 
know what to talk about those meetings. There 
are ai number of people who have the ability 
to track down any part of the machine they 
want to go after, and who are quite skilled 
at machine language. As a result, mY SYMPathy 
is With the beginner. I’d rather bore ten 
experts than lose the bulk of people, so I 
try to keep things fairly simple" 


Butterfield’s sympathy for beginner 
known and shows in his articles. Hi 
is informal and witt in spite of 1 
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hat he calls "light consulting," 

the spring he went on a western Ganeaian 

computer. He‘’s also frequent invited to 

nm Londol he attended in June. He finds this 
because it provides opportunity for 
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Lecturing and teaching, such aS the machine language course he conducts 

each month for a special interest division of TPUG, provide him with feed— 

back about problems and areas where people need more information. He has 

a reputation for being generous with his time, and his Phone in open from 
a.m. to 16 p.m. Monday to Friday. 


“Tf somebody phones me UP and asks a question which shows they just 
haven’t bothered trying it themselves. then I will sometimes be a little 
Short, because it does seem like a waste of my time," he says. "But most 
People who call do So because they’re stuck on something. It’s just a 
question of getting another opinion. If I get a number of inquiries in a 
certain area, that*s usually a signal that it*s time for me to write an 
article about it. It’s a very good way of keeping posted on what“s 
bothering people at the moment." 


Butterfield is equally generous with his software. He rarely sells any of 
his programs. "I would like to foster an environment where people pass 
out their SOR tw alae With reasonable generosity. I think that by showing a 
good example Might sort of lead the way in that." Often he distributes 
his work on +Pus” Ss Library disk. 


Still, Butterfield vehemently supports an author’s copyright: "I believe 
Very strongly that the person writing an original program has the right 
to do as he chooses with that program. If he chooses to sell itor to 
BOGMES ena It not be copied except for a fee, then he has absolutely 

at rig . 


However, he feels that a Person Who takes money for software is obligated 
to support that program Ce upgrading 1t and furnishing the means to 
Modify it, if necessary. That’s another good reason to give programs 
away. I really feel that most people who put down a lot of money for 
software feel that they are not buying a disk or cassette tape, but they 
are buying a service.. 
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“Meet Jim Butterfield" — Reprinted from Compute! Sept i982 (Continued?) 


Interestingly, Butterfield believes the problem of software piracy might 
lessen, not grow, with the increasing business use of microcomputers. He 
laughs, “If an employee ran to the boss and said ape Re =H think you 
Should give me a raise because [I just saved you $506, [ lifted a copy of 
@ program,” I really don’t think very_many ceoimesece would stick a cigar 
in mY mMOUth and give me a Promotion. They would more likely start keeping 
an eye on me. 


Butterfield thinks that renting software eventually may be the best way 
to distribute it. A_yearly fee could be charged for its use. In return, 
the user would receive continuing sSupPPOrt on Such things as upgrades, 
newsletters, information, warranty, and documentation. 


Something Unprecedented In Education 08 , 
Given his multiple interests in computing, writing, teaching, 
life easier for beginners, it’s only natural that butterfiela 

advocate of introducing children to computers early in school. 

understand the writings of Seymour Papert [Lauthor of Mindstorms: 

Children, Computers, and Powerful I deas] , the earlier a child becomes 
exposed to computers, the better it is likely to be," he says. "I have 
Seen no evidence to contradict this. It seems to me that more important 
than anything formalized we teach young people about computers is that we 
get them familiar with the concept, we get their fears allayed, we make 
sure that the usefulness of computers i5 understood at an early age. By 
the time a student gets to high school, computers are an oddity. here’s 
Something not quite natural about them — something manufactured and 
solemn. 


If you use computers in grade two or three you simply understa 
theyre around and they’re going to help you whenever you feel 
using them." Teachers are faced with devising methods of guid 
computer studies and providing resources for students, f 
S00n outstrip them in programming ability, This can be an inti 
task, but student enthusiasm should make it stimulating and ch 
a5 well. "He have in the Microcomputer one of the most incredi 
that has ever happened in education," says Butterfield. "“I*m n 
about games; games don*t last very long. Students are begging f 
to this logic device. It has no _ precedent. I don’t know_what spe 
educational objectives are precisely to be served. All I know 15 
MUST be Something in the whole phenomenon, some need in the youn 
that Causes an intense urge to interface with the computer, to t 
things, to make the computer do things.' 


Part of the Sp pean he believes, comes from the creative nature of 
Programming. Programming is creative not necessarily in the most visible 
sense. If you write yourself another Space Invaders it might end up 
® everybody else’s. I sometimes like to Compare programming, 
Machine language programming, Which is more exacting, to doing 
Why would you sit there for two or three days and put 
ffort when ou know that the end result will be a rather 
9 Picture? The point 15 that you will have felt you have 
omething, that you have brought together a number of 
mh though it’s the same as everyone else“s, in a sense you 
» It*s the same thing with programming you feel so good 
eS together, when it all works." 
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doesn’t work? When you're the ranking expert, what do you 
t stuck_on a problem? "Hell, when you reach a certain 
Peally isn’t all that hard to achieve, then you have cont— 
ts of the machine. 

Once you get to that point, and there are many people who have achieved 
that, you don’t have to ask anybody. You can go in tHere and look for 
yourself. One of the messages that I try to deliver to people is, “If I 
Can do it, you can do it.” Because often there isn“t anything in the 
Problem that Logically you can*t look at." 


The Future Of Personal Computing 

As personal computer enthusiasts grow wiser and I more mature in the next 
few years, SO Will their machines, Butterfield predicts. Memory will be 
Cheap, machines more powerfuf,and at the same time less expensive. The 
ba ee Single change Will probably be a MOVe toward better human 
interface. 


Full-screen editing, color, sound, and graphics will be almost universal 
arid easier to use. Peripherals such aS Light pens, Paddles or joysticks 
will Simply plug in. Features such as upper/lowercase letters, now viewed 
a5 optional by Some COMPanies, Will be Standardized. There will be some 
MOVES toward better languages, but, Butterfield says, “BASIC it appears 
to be indestructible at present." I more specifically, Butterfield 
offers Some opinions on the future of Microcomputer manufacturers: 
think We can Say With some certainty that IBM will survive, not 2 
necessarily because of the merit of its products, but because IBM will 
gather around itself a massive amount of support. 


uy 
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VMeet Jim Butterfield" — Reprinted from Compute! Sept i982 (Continued? i 
Radio Shack is very strong. Like IBM it will probably survive for Peasons 
not directly associated with quality. This is not _a reflection on its 
aUaT Lt but it has access to 50 many outlets of its own that it can 
SUPPOrt continuing sales. Atari has 50 far suffered from 1tS games image. 


“One of the most interesting phenomena could be Sinclair ."' he says. 
"Sinclair has introduced a series of small, not very powerful, but 
remarkably aEeHEG ye ee “SM be Gon Hhile people who are used to the 

Speed of, or a would find some of the Sxizting Sinclair 
COMpPUTers very Slow, we can*’t ignore the fact that Sinclair through Timex 
is going to sell an astonishing number of machines." 


Butterfield foresees a_very interesting battle between these less 
expensive machines, which are likely to be sold in every corner drug 
store, and the more powerful products. He notes that People tend to be 
loyal to a product line, and so far Sinclair’s line has a clearly defined 
top end. Whether this situation_will change as a result of demands from 


bUYerS Of MAaChIines such aS the 2X%-81i who want to upgrade their systems 
remains a matter for speculation. 


As computer prices drop, it is Likely that p egin to see a 
computer as an affordable tool for the famil 1 management, 
entertainment, and educatjon. Wider distribu ines will affect 
Society in several ways. lready, of course, home computers in 
a limited way for business, and more commonl ent and exercise 
of mental agility. “People test themselves a computers by 
asking, “Can [ make the computer do this tas lso0 go to the 
computer for something resembling relaxation 


"T was talking to a microcomputer owner who is having difficulties in his 
business. He told me he goes home, speaks to no one, and works on his 
CcOmMPUter for an hour or so. Only when he shuts the machine off dges he 
Say “hello” to everyone. He finds the computer a yery great pacifier in 
Some sense— perhaps he takes his energies out on it. He feels that he 
comes out of that environment more of a human being, and his family is 
Very understanding of it." 
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of a computer’s true capabilities and 

ter assess the complex apne nts about 

ld defines it very Simpl computer a 
ed on What it has learned from external sources is 
lligence." He cites a game called " finimals" as a 
SIMpPple example ogram Which learns from the user. " Animals says it 
will guess. ana you can name. The first few times, you*’re going to 
Dame an anima Ss never heard of. It will ask you for more 
information Sbout the animal and put it in its list. Eventually you will 
run out of animals you know, and then it will know as much aS You do." 
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Uideotex is another computer-based system with = Jean poss 
the future-— one which he fears will hot reach its poten 
could see a stronger future for videotex. Things like 
and so on have a Conceptual problem for me. They seem t 
one-way only communications systems, perhaps a little bi 
only not as effective. You have a few people Communic ati 
People. I don’t View that aS a good MOVE, or even a ty 
day where people are getting competence in their own h 
if Telidon were more of a two-way interface, if more 
eee » then you might have more of what L 

mediuM. 
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Rest find Diversion ‘ : - 

Now that Butterfield finds himself constantly occupied with computers, he 
MUST force himself to get away from them for Ronee een. Prowling around 
fs See Ayty he haPreoe to be ose is hee of his Matas S diversions 
® adds, Oo Pla he Piano quite 1y. Ccasionall go and dig, 
dandelions out of the garden if I have time. But there is 4 little bit of 
Change in the order of things. Since my hobby has become my work, I 
can*t do it all the time.” 


In many Ways, Butterfield has achieved celebrity status. He is much 
sought after by the micro computer community around the world and does 
enjoy the travel. Yet _he remains very approachable. “It’s really great 
It’s mice to be invited oer to England. But simpl 
PESO Gis to others if hear people say “He 
for utterfield’ —then a feel ...*not good. 
ying to say is, “If I can do ae you can do it.” 
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Current Officers 


President David Witmer 313-868-1344 
Vice President/sNewsletter Oliver VieBrooks $359-455-6465 
Secretary Mark Gladson 

Treasurer /Publicity Roger Hoyer 313-248-6625 
Membership Don Parrish 313-281-3679 
Liibrarian Edward Gase 513-825-6942 


To Contact CCCC: 


Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club 
c/o Roger Hoyer 

31 Potowatomie Trail 

Milford, OH 45156 
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